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Rockford plans rural medlcal education program

By MARTHA BLUM
AgriNews Publications

ROCKFORD, Ill. — The
University of Illinois College of
Medieine at Rockford plans to
construct a National Center for
Rural Health Professionals to
add its current Rural Medical
Education Program.

“This is a national center for
rural health professionals,” said
Bernard Salafsky, regional dean
for the U of I College of
Medicine at Rockford.

“As short as we are in coun-
ties across Illinois for physi-
cians, we are equally if not more

50 short of other health profes-
sionals — nurses, pharmacists,
social workers and public
health care workers.”

The proposed $24 million
center will feature a 72,000~
square-foot building addition to
the campus in Rockford.

The facility will house class-
rooms, laboratories and offices
for the National Center for
Rural Health Professions, the
Office of Health Systems
Research and the Crawford
Medical Library of the
University of Illincis-Chicago’s
Library of Health Sciences.

“In Illinois, we have 95 coun-
ties with departments of public
health and usually an adminis-
trator has a masters of public
health  degree,” Salafsky,
exp]alned “But only eight coun-
ties in Illinois have an adminis-
trator with this degree.”

Shortages of health care
workers and professionals are
not only a problem in Illinois.

“This is a US. problem,” the
ional dean stressed.

The RMED program was
started in 1993 to recruit med-
ical students from Illinois to
locate in rural Illinois as pri-
mary care physicians once they
have completed their residency
training.

“This project can dramatical-
ly enhance rural health care
delivery, not only here but
across the nation,” said James
Stukel, president of the U of L.

“The National Center for
Rural Health Care is a one of a
kind program that will place U
of I and the state of Illinois cen-
ter stage nationally for rural
medical health care education
and it will actively improve
access to health care in under-
served rural areas in Illinois.”

Darryl Vandervort, president
and chief executive officer of
KSB Hospital, Dixon, Ill, high-
lighted the importance of estab-
lishing healthy communities
throughout Illinois.

“In creating healthy commu-
nities, our citizens must be
given proper access to health
care and in doing so, we must
recognize the importance of
education,” he said.

The plan to construct a
national center has been an on-
going project for the past three
years,

“This will be a partnership
between federal, state and local
government along with the U of
1" the university president said.

1I.S. Rep. Don Manzullo, R-
111, helped to secure $1.9 mil-
lion toward the project.

“A private fund-raising cam-
paign is on going now,” Stukel
reported. “And we hope Gov.
Blagojevich will include this
project  in  his  Regional
Economic Development
Initiative.”

The fund-raising effort
should not only be focused on
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Rockford, Salafsky stated.

“I think the agri-businesses
in Illinois, who serve the com-
munities we intend to serve, are
natural donors for our pro-
gram,” he added. ;

“The College of Medicine at
Rockford has a wonderful
record of recruiting medical stu-
dents from rural Illinois to prac-
tice primary care in rural
Tllinois,” Stukel said. “No other
school in the country has a pro-
gram like this”

“I'm excited to be part of this
university and part of this pro-
gram;” said Martin Lipsky,
incoming  regional  dean,
University of Illinois College of
Medicine at Rockford.

For more information about
the Center for Rural Health
Professicnals at the University
of Tllinois College of Medicine in
Rockford, visit httpu/rhp.rock-
ford.uic.eduw/rhp on the
Internet.




